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conf'used with facts. Therefore, I ask that you refect
Senator Cullan's amendment.

PRESIDENT: Senator F r ank Lewis .

SENATOR F. LEWIS: Mr. President, obviously, I rise to
oppose the Cullan amendment for two particular reasons.
First of all, let me explain, and Senator Duis will awree
with me, the handout you have from Senator Rereuter in
regard to 403 ln regard to our funding patterns, the Aopro
priatlons Committee has used good fudgment ln terms of
full utilization of federal f'unds. It appears that LR 40v
will be fully funded but we have to do it on the right
cycle. That cycle ls, of course, that the Congress ls
continuing to fund 94-142 at an accelerated rate. wo
years down the pike we will get $F million and then we
can back that up. The Appropriations Committee could
)ustify putting the full fu. ding for 403 in now but it
would not be wise andadequate use of our current f'ederal
funds coming in because we cannot supplant and I think
Senator Duis would agree with me that that issue has been
cleared up and I want to clear that one up. Secondly,
I am currently having, and I don't think I need those
signed since my name is at the bottom, I have preoared
for you a look at rules and regulations under c4-142
which basically says this, and I present to you the rules
and regulations themselves, it will be oresented to you.
It says that each state shall insure that free appro
priate public education is available to all handlcapoed
children, age 3 through 18, within states not later than
September 1, 1978. There are some exemptions hut, basic
ally, the exemptions do not apply to us, because thev
say lf you are providing any service to any handicaooed
child in that age bracket, then there would be the require
ment that you would service all children that are handi
capped. Far be it from me to suggest to vou some kind o~
a federal threat. I advocate the program on the basis
of' the need that exists and that need I think ls reasonably
real. I think all of you have received the same thing that
I have from various and asunderous people ln regard to
the issue at hand where there has been a discontlnuatlon
of federal programs, where those children are not heln~
served and they come from Sidney to Omaha to North Platte
to the other places. So, Mr. President, first of' all,
can understand Senator Cullan's concern that the local
board ought to make that decision. I submit to vou two
things. First of all, this Legislature has alwavs been
first, has always been ln the leadership role in provfdinv
services to young people. Of all the records that have
been established by thi.s Legislature, that ls the record
that I am most proud and that is not Frank Lewis. That
started long before I was here with Harold Moylan and
Herb Duis and certainlv that has been carried on. We
have an opportunity now to provide those services for
these children that I don't think anybodv says should
not be served. Secondly, I think the facts are clear
that we are over the hump in regard to 403. >or the
first time in six years, I think I can say that we have
got that program on the road and straightened out and
Senator Kremer said ln the committee two vears apo, when
I refused to vote to put the preschool education hill
on the f'loor and I recommended to the committee, and le t
me tell you, I took enough heat on that to last a llfe
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